A REVIEW
8

IKE a country’s statistics, its
= annual fiscal budget is made up
£ mostly a mass of figures, classified
d tabulated in some pre-arranged
m that facilitates comparison, con-
rast, etc. But these figures, in each
ase, tell a story—a story of delightful
srospects or of depressing revelations
r, perhaps, just of sombre, monoton-
s reflections. What kind of story
1953 Dominica Estimates of
venue and Expenditure tell is the
ject of thisreview. The reader will
erpret the commentary and classify
s story for himsel?,

The budget introduces itself with a
ancial summary which shows anti-
pated revenue from three sources
$2,687,819, plus a cash balance in
d at the beginning of the year of
6,717—making a total estimated
enue for 1953 of $2,734,5636. Ex-
aditure under four main classifica-
ns is estimated at $2,728,568—thus
ing an estimated surplus of
968 to begin A.D. 1954,

A break-down of a few of these
nres may be of some interest. The
mated amount of the revenue to
derived locally i3 placad at $1,495.-
, Of this sum approximately
065,826 (or 71% of the total)'is to
raised on indirect taxation. On
basis of a population of 50,000,
s means a per capita indirect taxa-
of $21.32 in 1953. When, how-
er, the per capita tax payment is
ulated on the who'e local revenue
$1,495.675 the burden of taxation is
uced to only $29.91 per head of
ulation in the year--about $2.49
month ; 8°9 cents a day.

mperial Government with a Grant-
Aid of $374,400 may be siid to
lance every taxpayer in the Colony
nd this includes every living soul)
the tune of $7.49 in 1943. ,
‘olonial Development and Welfare
xt comes in with an expenditure of
proximately $16.35 per head of
pulation, :

What We Pay For

We pay for Service as well as Goods
which the following are fair sam-
viz ;-

the salaries of some 870 Govern-
Officials for the services they

e O

?We to the public; the Saving Bank
P?)IiicS:ffe; :u:nt:)élry of our money ; the
A ¥ Ing that Weights and
| €asures in use are correct, ete.
| (b) the value of plants propagated
by the Agriculture Department whilst
we were attending to our quicker pro-
fit-making businesses : Fee Stamps to
give legal validity 1o our instruments
testifying our right of possession to
real and personal properties ; Prison
Farms Produce, Workshop articles,
ete.
For local officials salaries, we pay
$895,561 from local and Imperial Gov-
ernment funds plus a further $5,708
for Governor and Staff of Governor’s
Office in Grenada. This does not in-
clude salaries paid on C.D.C projects
which amounts to $126,590. The per-
centages cf salaries to revenue are
therefore as follows :—Local Revenue
to be collected, plus Grant-in-aid,
$2,687,819—Salaries and other Per-
sonal Emoluments $901,269 or 233%.
Broken down further, it means that
every inhabitant in the isiand contri-
butes 83 cents a month through taxa-
tion, direct and indirect, to pay Gov-
ernment officials. C.D.&W. pay 14:9%
of its funds to direct salaries, trans-
port and sybsistance allowances and
similar indirect personal subsidies.

" OTHER CHARGES which, like
Charity, can cover a ‘‘ multitude of

sins’” swallow $816.793 of the balance
of $1,786,550 revenue left. This sum
is to be spent on a number of things

during the year—some of which are
indispensaule to the maintenance and

even improvement of the Service, as
for example, Rent of Police Stations ;
Food for Nurses and Orderlies ete.
Sowme others may be just very desirable
but not absolutely essential office para-
phernalia, as Klectric Fans for a
arden Office”’, Adding Machines and
Duplicators and the continual refurn-
ishing and reequipping of very near-
ly every public oiice inescapably
suggest.

‘the balance remaining is divided
betw.en Special and Extraordinary

espenditures in the proportions of .

825,532 to the former and $1717,230
to the latter. Te these pages of the
“Gtory in Figures’” must attention be
therefore turned and searcn made for
jight on the prospectsin view for the
island for the year just commenced.

The Finding.

Heads of Expenditure 4,, Agricul-
ture: 18, Police and 26 Public Works
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Department, supply the information
being sought for. Under the first
named (Agriculture) are three new
items of Special Expenditure amount.
ing to $3,500. These are an Agricul-
tural Exhibition to cost $1,500; a Rat
Control Campaign set down at $1,000
and Soil Conservation Work estimated
to cost $1,000. This last item is cal-
culated, if carried out, to give incen-
tives to land workers to conserve the
soil. No expenditure on it, however,
or on the Rat Campaign will be under-
taken without prior authoritv.

New Saddles, Re-instatement of
Rifle Range and Standard Weights
and Measures involve taxpayers in an
expenditure of $2,750 on one Police
Special Vote and a miscellany of
Equipment and Siren Calls will cost
$1,440 on another Special Expenditure.

Public Works (Extraordinary),
however, to cost in the year $98,195
visionizes a diff-rent prospective to
expenditures rifle shooting practices
or even rat campaigning in a thickly
wooded island and siren ecalling. Of
course "*Wharf Rats”’ campaigning
would be a most justifiable and pro-
fitable expenditure.

(The story hidden in the $98,195
P. W. D. (Extraordinary) vote will
be probed later.)

(7o be continued.)

Monday by the ‘*Goose” to rejoin her
husband the Honourable Mr. Justice
Manning in resident at Morne Cottaze.

We tzke this opportunity to extend
to her a very hgarty’ Weicome.

IF it is true that s.ume good American
dollars find their way te Dominica, it can
not be denied on the other hand that heaps
of ruobish, in the shape of books cowmics,
papers and other tomtooleries are dumped
on this island. Some of the rubbish is
printed in New York, but the bulk comes
from toe gutter press of Chicago. ln
order that this note may not serve as an
advertisement, no nanes or titles will be
given.

L

“THE only warning ;s: Beware! Parents,
beware for the love <t your chil fren!
Children, beware of the poison that isin
the s uff, and that way siowly iodltrate
into four soul and cause your spiritual
ruic. The catalogues advertising toe
rubbish 1s notning snort of a blasphewmous
invitation to witencraft and superstitions
practices, and consequently vugat v be
banned from the watls. j

£



